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The Week That Was  
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1)  Time to Klein 

 

Our Spin 

 After, for lack of a better word, an eventful first week 

in office for President Trump, Democrats across the 

country are still shaking their heads in disbelief. In New 

York, the frustration may even be worse. The Senate 

Democrats lost another member of their caucus earlier 

this week after Sen. Jose Peralta left the mainline 

Democrats for Sen. Jeff Klein’s influential Independent 

Democratic Conference. As anyone in New York state 

politics knows, power goes to power, and right now 

Klein, the man in the middle, is one powerful guy. 

 

The Story 

 State Sen. Jose Peralta, a Queens Democrat, has joined 

the Senate Independent Democratic Conference, making 

him the conference’s eighth member and further 

bolstering its power in a chamber with complex power 

dynamics. “Today’s political climate demands that 

progressive legislators take bold action to deliver for 

their constituents,” Peralta said in a statement. “The 

IDC’s track record on delivering for the most vulnerable 

New Yorkers is irrefutable. They delivered an increased 

minimum wage, free UPK and Paid Family Leave. 

Joining the IDC will allow me to not only speak about, 

but deliver on a progressive agenda for all New 

Yorkers.” The move not only drops the mainline 

Democrats to 23 members, but it further bolsters the 

majority’s ability to pass legislation pushed for by 

Democrats, including Gov. Andrew Cuomo, that some 

marginal Republican members may not be able to vote 

for. In Wednesday's statement, Klein welcomed Peralta 

and said he "knows that at this moment in time it’s 

critical to join the IDC, not just sit on the sidelines, in 

order to bring about progressive change." 

 

Spectrum News 1 

Politico  

 

 

2) A little bit windy 

 

Our Spin 

 Continuing on with his “largest in the nation,” 

campaign rhetoric, New York Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo announced on Wednesday that the state had 

approved a 90 MW offshore wind farm to be installed 

off the coast of Long Island. The installation would 

make what will be called the South Fork Wind Farm, the 

biggest offshore wind farm in the US. It’s gonna be 

HUUUUGE. Each turbine would be roughly 600 feet tall 

and connected to a substation in East Hampton by a 50-

mile undersea cable.  As President Trump would say, 

“Now that’s Big League.” Only 19 more projects of 

similar size and the power lost by the closing of Indian 

Point will be replaced.  

 

The Story  

 Seeking to meet growing electric demand in the 

Hamptons with renewable energy, the Long Island 

Power Authority approved the nation’s largest offshore 

wind farm on Wednesday, set for the waters between the 

eastern tip of Long Island and Martha’s Vineyard. 

http://www.fwc-law.com/
http://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2017/01/25/queens-state-senator-peralta-joins-idc.html
http://www.politico.com/states/new-york/albany/story/2017/01/sources-jose-peralta-defects-to-idc-109028
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Deepwater Wind, the company that installed the turbines 

off Block Island, will also be supplying the turbines for 

South Fork. “It is the largest project to date, but it will 

not be the last project,” the power authority’s chief 

executive, Thomas Falcone, said before the vote as a 

crowd of supporters erupted in whoops and applause. In 

a press release, the New York governor’s office wrote 

that the turbines will be placed 30 miles southeast of 

Montauk and “out of sight from Long Island’s beaches,” 

and will provide electricity for 50,000 Long Island 

homes. The project’s cost was projected at $1 billion but 

is now expected to be $740 million. “This project will 

not only provide a new, reliable source of clean energy 

but will also create high-paying jobs, continue our 

efforts to combat climate change and help preserve our 

environment,” Governor Cuomo said in the release.  

 

ARS Technica 

LongIsland.com 

 

 

3) If it ain’t broke. Don’t fix it. 

 

Our Spin 

 As much of the pharma industry waits to see what kind 

of approach President Trump will take on drug pricing, 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo has plans of his own. In 

his 2017 State of State address he included plans to 

combat the rising prescription drug prices. President 

Trump said the U.S. can save billions by implementing a 

competitive “bidding” system for drugs while Governor 

Cuomo seeks to impose a price ceiling on certain drugs 

and limit increases for certain generic drugs. The plan 

will apply to drugs dispensed through Medicaid that are 

seeing price spikes, including generic and emerging 

"specialty" drugs. Governor Cuomo also seeks to place 

new state rules on PBMs (That’s Pharmacy Benefit 

Manager) whose sole mission in life is to reduce 

pharmacy costs. The Governor will face several 

obstacles including that the Legislature has rejected 

similar proposals in the past, and courts in other 

jurisdictions have struck down rules limiting PBM’s. So 

Governor… pick your poison, there could be resistance 

from all sides.  

 

The Story 

 Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s proposals to cut the rise of 

prescription drug costs place him once again at the head 

of a national debate on health care. Cuomo, rumored to 

be weighing a presidential run in 2020, is tapping into an 

issue that unites U.S. Senators Bernie Sanders and 

Chuck Grassley. However, while he has been cheered by 

some segments of the healthcare industry, his plans are 

certain to face intense opposition from the 

pharmaceutical industry and may be pre-empted by 

federal laws. 

 In his first executive order since taking office, 

President Trump directed government agencies to scale 

back as many aspects of the Affordable Care Act as 

possible, fulfilling his pledge to gut Barack Obama’s 

signature health care law. The one-page order gave no 

specifics about which aspects of the law it was targeting 

but its broad language gave federal agencies wide 

latitude to change, delay or waive provisions of the law 

that they deemed overly costly for insurers, drug makers, 

doctors, patients or states. President Trump and his 

administration then took it a step further, pulling the 

plug on all Obamacare outreach and advertising in the 

crucial final days of the 2017 enrollment season, 

according to sources at Health and Human Services and 

on Capitol Hill. "President Trump is signaling he's the 

new sheriff," said Rep. Chris Collins, (R-N.Y.), the 

president's top congressional ally. "He's been elected 

with a mandate. He's not going to tolerate his employees 

contradicting and undermining his mandate to get this 

country going in another direction." 

 

Washington Post 

New York Times 

 

 

 

  

 

 

https://arstechnica.com/science/2017/01/new-york-approves-a-90-mw-wind-farm-off-the-coast-of-long-island/
http://www.longisland.com/news/01-25-17/cuomo-largest-offshore-wind-project-li-approved.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/with-executive-order-trump-tosses-a-bomb-into-fragile-health-insurance-markets/2017/01/22/1afb3500-e046-11e6-ad42-f3375f271c9c_story.html?utm_term=.5b2ff29cf241
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/20/us/politics/trump-executive-order-obamacare.html

