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The Week That Was  
05-19-17 

 

1. Worker$ Compen$ation 

 

Our Spin:  

The idea that New York is open for business is 

starting to gain some momentum again. After years of 

sky rocketing Workers Compensation premium 

increases, New York State took its foot off the rocket 

propulsion and advised on Monday that a 4.5 percent 

premium reduction is imminent.  Yes, you read correctly 

– we said reduction, not increase.  This is a long overdue 

effort to make New York State… wait for it… more 

business friendly.  The high cost of Workers 

Compensation Insurance has been a major area of 

concern for almost every industry and many of our 

readers have weighed in on the issue. The Senate 

Republican Majority deserves a round of applause as 

they lead the effort to ensure this was included in the 

recently enacted New York State Budget. 

 

The Story: 

On Monday, New York State officials announced 

Workers Compensation rates in the state are set to drop 

4.5%, a move that will save New York employers about 

$400 million in reduced premiums this year. The 

recommended cut from the New York Compensation 

Insurance Rating Board comes a year after premiums 

increased by more than 9 percent and is in part due to 

reforms included in this year’s state budget, which 

lawmakers approved last month. The state Department 

of Financial Services will have to approve the 

recommended cut before it takes effect Oct. 1. "The 

reforms to the Workers' Compensation system in this 

year's budget will help New York businesses cut costs - 

enabling them to further reinvest, grow and create more 

jobs across the state," Cuomo said in a statement.  

The insurance board's recommendation credits the 

recent reforms for slightly more than a third of the 4.5 

percent decrease, with the rest attributed to the amount 

of claims filed in recent years and other structural 

savings. "With this rate decrease, New York is providing 

real savings to businesses helping to make them more 

competitive while strengthening protections for injured 

workers at companies across the state," Cuomo said. The 

cost-cutting reform in the state budget sets a limit on 

temporary workers' compensation benefits before a 

permanent benefit is awarded, a move business groups 

have long pushed for.  

State business leaders also hailed the lower Workers 

Compensation rates and praised the state Senate’s GOP 

majority for making them a priority in budget talks. 

“These savings will allow businesses to grow, invest and 

hire more workers,” said Heather Briccetti, president and 

CEO of The Business Council of New York State. “At 

the same time, recently enacted reforms will ensure 

injured workers maintain their protections,” Briccetti 

added. “And the best news is these savings are just the 

beginning.” 

 

NY Daily News 

Democrat & Chronicle 

 

 

http://www.fwc-law.com/
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/n-y-drop-workers-comp-rates-saving-400m-employers-article-1.3168581
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/politics/albany/2017/05/16/ny-workers-comp-rates-set-decrease/101752222/
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2. Get Your Ice Cold Beer Here 

 

Our Spin: 

Hat tip to Governor Cuomo’s new Director of 

Scheduling Annabel Walsh. As the temperature 

approached 90 degrees Governor Cuomo pleasantly 

spent an evening sipping suds in the city so nice they 

named it twice.  The Governor held the Inaugural Taste 

NY Craft Beer Challenge this week pitting New York’s 

finest brewer’s against each other to determine this 

year’s tastiest brew. Congratulations to Brewery 

Ommegang and Roscoe Beer Co. who were selected co-

winners. Really Governor? A tie?  

 

The Story:  

Earlier this week Governor Andrew M. Cuomo held 

the first ever Taste NY Inaugural Craft Beer Challenge. 

The five finalists; Brewery Ommegang, Genesee 

Brewing Company, Prison City Pub and Brewery, The 

Roscoe NY Beer Co. and Southern Tier Brewing all 

attended the final blind tasting event in New York City 

on May 17. The contest was hosted and judged by 

Governor Cuomo and a panel of expert judges. The 

judging panel included Chef Mario Batali; Thurman 

Thomas, NFL Pro Football Hall of Famer; Anne 

Becerra, Certified Cicerone, Writer, and Beer Director 

for Treadwell Park; Mary Izett, Co-host of 

Fuhmentaboudit! on Heritage Radio Network; Noah 

Kaufman, Senior Digital Editor for Food and Wine 

Magazine; and Brad Leone, Test Kitchen Manager for 

Bon Appetit. Garrett Oliver, Brewmaster of The 

Brooklyn Brewery and Editor-in-Chief of The Oxford 

Companion to Beer, was also present to offer his 

remarks at the event. "New York's craft beverage 

industry is thriving, creating jobs and driving economic 

activity across the state, and the high participation in the 

Taste NY Inaugural Craft Beer Challenge is one more 

metric showing its success," Governor Cuomo said.  

"The Challenge is a great way to celebrate the industry’s 

growth—more than 500 percent since 2011—and the 

passion New Yorkers feel for their local craft breweries. 

I look forward to joining my fellow judges in tasting 

some of the top beers in the state and connecting New 

York’s world-class products to new consumers and new 

markets." 

 

WKBW Buffalo 

NY.Gov 

3. To Be Or Not To Be 

 

Our Spin:  

 Run Andy Run! Not satisfied with the current New 

Yorker in the White House, New York City residents 

want another. Apparently they think New York is 

running like a Swiss watch so why not send the watch 

maker to Washington. The Mayor, on the other hand, not 

so much. Just stay home Bill. 

 

The Story:  

 More than 50 percent of New York City residents 

want Governor Cuomo to run for president in 2020, a 

new poll shows. According to a NY1/Baruch College 

City Poll released Tuesday evening, residents give 

Cuomo high marks for his performance as governor and 

by a 56% to 30% margin favor the idea of him running 

for president in 2020. The results are sharp turnaround 

from December, when only 38% of city residents said 

yes to the idea of Cuomo running for president. Baruch 

College Public Affairs Professor Doug Muzzio attributed 

the shift in support for a Cuomo presidential run to the 

governor’s strong job approval numbers and the negative 

view many New Yorkers have of President Trump. 

“He’s lucky Trump is president,” Muzzio said about 

Cuomo. “They are looking for a positive figure to run 

for president and, at least for now, Cuomo has high 

approvals.” A Cuomo spokesman declined to comment 

on the poll. The poll also suggested that Mayor de Blasio 

should probably think twice about throwing his hat into 

the race, seeing how nearly 60 percent of city residents 

said they would not want him to be a candidate. Just 29 

percent said they’d like him to run, while 13 percent 

weren’t sure. “It’s real,” Muzzio said of the de Blasio 

angst. 

 

New York Post 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wkbw.com/news/southern-tier-brewery-a-finalist-in-nys-craft-beer-competition
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-five-finalists-taste-ny-inaugural-craft-beer-challenge
http://nypost.com/2017/05/16/nyc-residents-really-want-cuomo-to-run-for-president/

