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1. Bolting Around New York 

 

Our Spin:  
      Just over three quick years after a dramatic incident in 

which Usain Bolt was knocked over by a camera man on a 

Segway scooter after winning the 200 meter dash at the 

World Athletic Championships, Bolt is now promoting 

them. Standing on the steps of City Hall on Tuesday, Bolt 

was there to represent the electric scooter company, named 

Bolt Mobility, as a brand ambassador. How ironic. Records 

indicate Bolt (the company) is paying a lobbying firm 

$15,000 a month but the real question we have at FWC is, 

how much is Bolt paying Bolt as a brand ambassador? 

 
The Story: 

       Usain Bolt joined Bolt Mobility, the e-scooter 

company bearing his name, as the global brand ambassador 

on Tuesday while the company lobbies lawmakers to 

legalize the battery-powered rides. The Olympic sprinter 

turned up at City Hall to promote an electric scooter but 

declined to take a ride because the vehicles are not yet 

street legal in the Big Apple. 

      “For me, I’m an Olympian so I know about getting 

around quickly,” quipped the retired Jamaican runner, who 

is the global brand ambassador for Bolt scooters. “The first 

thing people always say to me when I get somewhere late is 

that why didn’t you run? So now I actually have the Bolt 

scooter to get there quicker,” he joked. “It’s really good. 

It’s comfortable. I have five at home,” Bolt said of the 

scooters that bear his name. 

       Company executives declined to say how much the 32-

year-old athlete is being paid for touting the brand. The 

aluminum-framed scooters with 10-inch wheels are already 

operating on the streets in Alexandria and Arlington, Va., 

and Fort Lauderdale, Fla. They cost $1 to rent plus 15 cents 

every minute. The battery-powered scooters can zip around 

city streets at 15 mph for 20 miles before losing their 

charge. But Bolt and its competitors have yet to win 

approval in New York City. 

     Governor Andrew Cuomo supports localized control 

over e-scooter legalization, but it’s unclear whether the 

state legislature will green light the vehicles. State Senator 

Liz Krueger (D-Manhattan) told Politico last week she’s 

concerned about “how dangerous they are.” 

 

amny 

 
2. Experience. The New York political curse? 

 
Our Spin:  

      First the political outsiders, led by AOC herself, 

targeted Democratic Congressman Joe Crowley. Next it 

was members of the Independent Democratic Conference 

of the New York State Senate. Now the New York City 

chapter of Democratic Socialists of America are going 

against some of their own in the New York State 

Assembly. I’m really starting to wonder…Is there anyone 

they really do like?!  

 

The Story:  
 The New York City chapter of the Democratic 

Socialists of America, the group that helped Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez defeat veteran Rep. Joe Crowley is 

threatening to back other insurgents against Democrats in 
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the Assembly next year. The Chapter is part of a coalition 

going after the Democratic Assembly Campaign 

Committee for accepting more than $400,000 from real 

estate interests since 2015. 

 The coalition is threatening to back primary opponents 

against the co-chairs of the DACC — Joe Lentol and Peter 

Abbate of Brooklyn and Jeff Dinowitz of the Bronx — if 

they don’t adopt a more pro-tenant, pro-labor agenda, 

sources said. 

 The opening salvo came in a letter the coalition is 

sending Thursday to three Assembly members as debate 

heats up over renewing New York’s rent stabilization law, 

which expires in June. “We need to know that our elected 

officials are independent and will listen to and take the side 

of their constituents in Albany — especially with the rent 

laws set to expire again this June,” the letter says. “If the 

Democratic Assembly is with us, DACC must return the 

$414,115.18 of dirty money raised and declare that you will 

no longer accept contributions from the compromised 

industry. Too often we have been burned because our 

elected officials have been too close with monied 

interests.” 

 The coalition specifically takes issue with a bill 

authored by Lentol that would allow tenants to list one 

apartment — but no more — on such home-sharing sites as 

Airbnb. That would “convert rent stabilized housing into 

commercial properties,” the coalition contends. 

 “Last year six faux Democrats who sided with big real 

estate and kept Senate Republicans in power lost their 

seats, but it doesn’t seem like Joe Lentol got the message,” 

said Gus Christensen of No IDC, another group that’s part 

of the coalition. “We have two words for him — watch out. 

If Lentol continues to side with wealthy landlords at the 

expense of expanding tenant protections for struggling 

families, we will aggressively support a challenger to make 

him unlucky number seven,” said Christensen. 

 Coalition members plan to hold a protest rally outside 

Lentol’s Brooklyn district office Friday, a source said. 

Other members of the coalition who co-signed the letter 

include include New York Communities for Change, 

Tenants PAC, Churches United for Fair Housing and 

others.  

 

NY Post 

 

3. Fantasy Island 

 

Our Spin: 

 The political veterans of Albany might say they all 

knew this was coming. After what appeared to be a 

delightful and pleasant relationship between Governor 

Cuomo and the new Democratic Senate Majority for the 

first few months of the 2019 Legislative session, things 

have taken a turn rather quickly here in March thanks to 

budget negotiations. However, in Albany budget politics, it 

is important to note that it is always darkest before the 

budget dawns.  

 

The Story: 
  The budget resolutions approved this week in the state 

Senate and Assembly failed to curtail spending or, in the 

Senate’s case, be backed up by new revenues, Governor 

Cuomo’s top budget official said Thursday in a statement. 

Division of Budget Director Robert Mujica called the 

Senate’s proposal “wholly incredible” for raising spending 

by almost $3.5 billion without corresponding spending cuts 

or tax increases. 

 The Assembly’s spending increase is also “not 

acceptable and is still billions out of balance.” The 

statement also knocks the Senate plan for not funding a $40 

million tax assessment for Nassau County. “It is another 

obvious political charade,” Mujica said. “It is like the $3 

billion New York was supposedly giving to Amazon. It 

never existed. There is no funding for Nassau’s tax 

assessment, there is no $3.5 billion of extra spending as the 

Senate promises its supporters. The continued creation of 

these false political expectations makes the reality of an on-

time, responsible government budget virtually impossible.” 

 On Wednesday, Mujica, along with secretary to the 

governor Melissa DeRosa held a press conference with 

Counsel Alphonso David to announce a reversal in cuts to 

Medicaid spending, but also knocked the legislative budget 

resolutions, which do not carry the force of law and are 

largely aspirational documents. DeRosa in one instance 

said the budgets were written in “fantasy land” and lacked 

grounding in reality. Cuomo earlier this week had 

suggested Assembly Democrats were in the pocket of the 

state’s teachers union for opposing a permanent cap on 

property tax increases while also saying Senate Democrats 

were not accustomed to governing. 

 The press conference came after one lawmaker, 

Senator Zellnor Myrie, contended that Cuomo’s criticism 

of Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, the 

first black woman to the hold post, was gender and race 

based. Democrats have quietly pointed to Mujica’s resume 

as a Republican Senate Finance Committee official before 

joining the Cuomo administration, as well. 

 On Twitter, Senate Democratic conference spokesman 

said of Mujica’s statement that it “sounds like this 

statement was written in fantasyland.” 
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